
The holy catholic 
Church

WA R M - U P 1.  Growing up, did your family ever have special 
 china or food reserved for guests or special 
 occasions?  Recall an instance explaining this.   

2.  Who are some of your closest friends?  
 Why do you like spending time with them?

3.  What is the fi rst thing that comes to your mind 
 when you hear the word “church”?  Why?   

PERSONAL
APPLICATION

1.  Do you believe in the holy catholic Church?  
 Do you serve God and His people through 
 a local church?  

2.  Has there been a time when you have been 
 offended by someone in the church?  Have you 
 dealt with this offense already?

3.  Name three Christians who challenge and 
 encourage you to do God’s will.  How can you 
 show them your appreciation this week?

P R AY E R On the space provided below, record prayer requests 
and answers to prayer.
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W O R D I believe in . . . the holy catholic Church . . . 
- The Apostles’ Creed

“. . . on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not overcome it.”

Matthew 16:18

Jesus promised to build His Church.  Throughout 
history, the Church has dealt with scandals and 
other problems.  But the Apostles’ Creed, one of the 
declarations of our faith, includes our belief in the 
holy catholic Church.  Despite the Church’s failings, 
we believe that the Church is God’s instrument in 
advancing His kingdom.  In this lesson, we will look at 
what the Bible says the Church is. 

1. The Church is holy. 
25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church 
and gave himself up for her 26to make her holy, cleansing 
her by the washing with water through the word, 27and to 
present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or 
wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.

Ephesians 5:25-27

Jesus loves the Church and has cleansed her, making 
her holy—or set apart.  What does it mean to be 
set apart?  Why is the Church called to be different?

2. The Church is universal.      
“. . . and with your blood you purchased men for God 
from every tribe and language and people 
and nation.”

Revelation 5:9

The word “catholic” means universal, all-embracing, 
and diverse.  We believe in the local church, but we 
also believe that people from every nation, tribe, and 
language will come to know Christ.  As part of a local 
church, how should we view other churches and the 
Church as a whole? 

3. The Church is God’s people. 
Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, 
but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of 
God’s household . . .

Ephesians 2:19

From him the whole body, joined and held together by 
every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in 
love, as each part does its work.

Ephesians 4:16

The Church is a people (who love God and want 
to please Him in every way), a body (which has 
different parts but works together), and a family 
(composed of people who walk together and share 
their lives with one another).  Share how you became 
part of the Church and how God’s people help you 
follow God better. 
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